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Transcript

NIXON RALLY, OCTOBER 31,1968

SPEAKER: (MUSIC AND APPLAUSE) - and atelegram sent to Benjamin Frank,
Charman of the Republican Campaign Committee for Nixon-Agnew: Q appreciate your
invitation, deeply regret that the pressures of city busness, schools, firemen, and all
prevent me fromjoining youtonight Best wishesfor asuccessful rally. Goodluck to
Dick Nixon, Jac Javitz, all Republicansin thefind days of thecampagns | hopetha in
New York City, aswell as New Y ork State, thiswill bea Republican year across the
boad.O Our mayor, JohnV. Lindsy. AndnowE (APPLAUSE) Thank you, ladies and
gentlemen, thank you. Watch it. We®e on atime schedule, friends Thank youfor your
mixed emotions At thistime, it gives me a great deal of pleasure and agreat hona to

introdue a gentleman who has had therespect of dl of usfor alongtimein public
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office. He@® our Senior Senator, Senaor Jacob Javitz. Now, |et@ hear it! (APPLAUSE;

BAND PLAYS (Hava NagilaQ

JACOB JAVITZ: (Wéll, | hopethey useit al up now because wedl have some pretty
valuebletelevisiontime alittle later on) Ladies and gentlemen, it& my honorand my
honorto talk with you for jus afew minutes. Ladies and gentlemen, weQre gota gresat
night in Madison Squae Garden and atypically color New Y ork difference of opinion.
|(n sureE (CROWD REACTION, BOOS AND APPLAUSE) But | think the
affirmative will very definitely prevail and tha meansavictory for the Nixon-Agnew

ticket. (CHEERS AND APPLAUSE)

JAVITZ: Uh, thisoneword, because New Y orkers are aert to thenews. New Y orkers
are dert to thenews, and New Y orkers are dert to wha hgppensin thecounty. Andthe
county hasjug met tonight, onthevery eve of this paticular great and impaortant
meeting, amajor rally of thecampagn asfar asthe Nixon-Agnew ticket is concerned, an
announ@ment by the President of the United States, which is mog portentousin this
campagn and mog portentousfor our naion. My friends thewhole country will hal
with relief and thefeeling of hopdulness, thebonbing cessationin Viet Nam andthe
fervent hope(BOOS AND SOME APPLAUSE) Band thefervent hopetha it may really
bethepreludeto peace in Viet Nam and peace for al mankind. (APPLAUSE AND
CHEERS) All throughthis campagn, and campagning the state from oneend of it to
theother, | have maintained a conviction which I would like to share with you tonight

Andthat isthat theend of thewar in Viet Nam, for which we so fervently pray, and it
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by no meansendel yet, plusthe hopesfor peace in theworld are, in my judgnent, very
heavily vested in precisely the election of a Republican Administration with Dick Nixon
headingit. (CHEERS, APPLAUSE, WHISTLES) And so, and so to use thewords of
Mr. Nixon himself, his own words we need to make Gafresh beginning.O And much as
we hal what has occurred, we know tha the only way in which afresh beginning for
peace can bemadein thisworld isif we have a complete changeof Administration, and
we give the Republican Party its historic chance. It ismy judgment, it is my judgmnent
tha thisistrueof peacein Viet Nam, tha thisis true of thetranquility of our cities, tha
thisistruewith respect to thetremendouseroson of themorale of all America, which
has signified divisionin our county, secondonly to wha occurred over ahunded years
ago. | think we have a historic moment before us in which our desire as partisansto
elect the President joinswith a moment in history when our party has the oppatunity to
serve our naionin an unpaalleled way, by offering the nation this chance, at thevery
moment when it needsit themog, to elect the Nixon/Agnew ticket and | join youin our

every effort toward that end. Thank youvery much. (APPLAUSE)

WARM-UP SPEAKER: You can®hear usupthere yet? (CROWD REPSPONSE)
Well, try and listen as goodas you can, folks. Maybeit® beup for when we get onthe
air. Now, there are couple of thingsl want to tell you. Asyou know, | dothewarm-ups
for mog of thetop TV shows. (Jackie GleasonOs my baby. Every week from Miami
Beach, we have crowdslike this, butwe get @m going. And at the very opening of this
show, on naionwidetelevisiontonight, you@e going to see The Great One, in parson, on

the big screen. Hedl beright DHe nesds a big screen, if you know Jackie. Hedl beon



PROTESTS, RALLIES DEMONSTRATIONS
NIXON RALLY: OCTOBER 31,1968

the big screen up there, ladies and gentlemen. Thiswill bethefirst time tha Jackie has
ever come outto publicly endorse a candidate. And when hefinishes up and says, GAnd
away we go, Madison Square Garden!Owe will tear theroof down. (CROWD
APPLAUSE) Wait aminute! Enough During the show, during the show, there will be
times when | will dothisto you because of ourtelevisiontime. Our producer, Paul
Keyes, has asked to please watch for signds on tha so our director can get all the shots
hewants, Roge Ailes. They can®hear DPlease be paient, wedl try to make ourselves
heard alittle more aswe go. Thee@® no audio up there, fellas. Goose it up, as we say
down there. Gooit upreal nice. | talk soft right into it, butontheair, | think you®
get it. Do me onefavor now. We®e coming closeto airtime. A couple little thingswe
doto get ourselves relaxed when we®e on the air with a show, and this will bea show,
thegreatest star of them all, of course, climaxing it later onwhen Mr. Nixon comes on,
butyou mugt watch, at certain times, it@ for your good,for thegoodof themillionswho
are watchingon TV, tha we sort of control the time element of the cheers and the
applause. Thelaughsand whaever else happens you®e onyour own. Wedl have no

problem there.

WARM-UP SPEAKER: May | ask, when | give you a three-countrightnow, | want to
see wha welde gonnaget, in theway of applause and cheers, the way we®e gonnaopen
up the show when Jackie Gleason first says, OAnd away we go!O Tha will beit and from
there onin, in each of theintrodudionsof all thegovernors, of al the people onthe
show, follow it throughwith that, will ya? Areyou ready, gang? First of all, domea

favor, turn aroundand say hdlo to people aroundyou? Come on, everybody. Jug say,
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@i, howare you? My nameis Bill.OEverybodycome on, let@ heer it, everybody!
(CROWD RESPONDS) An audience should berdaxed in case there@ afew in here
who get alittle outof line, you can nudgealittle bit. They®e all friendly enough,you
know? Butit@ marvelous Thegreatest respect for Mr. Nixon. 1t@ just been a great

evening so far, and it@ coming up to abouttwo and a hdf minutesto airtime.

WARM-UP SPEAKER: Now, |et@take that check onetime now. | want to hear the
applause. On the show, we don®jug dilly-ddly like that. And others of you are sitting
around. You applaud like this, like a hippie-dippiein real Dyoudon®do tha. Some of
you stand aroundlike this, when you®e on camera. Y ou know, at those other rallies. We
do adignified oneand when we applaud, we smile because we®e on television and we
smile with enthusasm like this when we®e doingit. Tha@how. Now, let me hear it on
athree-count Pull outall thestops One two, three! (CROWD NOISE AND

APPLAUSE; BAND PLAY S BEHIND)

JACKIE GLEASON: Goodevening, ladies and gentlemen. My nameis Jackie Gleason.
| lovethis county. 1t3 been goodto me, beyondmy wildest dreams. And because| love
Americaso much, lately 1Qre been concerned. Like alot of you, concerned aboutwhere
Americais goingin thenext fouryears. Tha® why |Qe decided to speak up for Richard
Nixon. He seesit likeit isand hetellsit likeit is. Qe never madea public choice like
this before, but | think our county needs Dick Nixon and we need him now. | think wed
al fedl alot safer with him in the White House. In thenext hou, you®@e going to see

him, hear him spesk. Listen to him. Make up your own mind. Never mind wha
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everybodyelse tellsyou hesays. Listen to him say it yourself and see if you dor® agree
with me. Dick Nixon@time has come. We need him. Youand| need him. America
needshim. Theworld needshim. So, Madison Squae Garden, away we go! (CROWD
SHOUTS, APPLAUSE, RHY THMIC CLAPPING TO MUSIC QOVHEN THE SAINTS

GO MARCHING INOWHICH CUTS OFF AT APPARENT CUE)

SPEAKER: Thegrandson of agreat Presdent, David Eisenhower. (CROWD

APPLAUSE AND NOISE, CUTS OFF AT APPARENT CUE)

DAVID EISENHOWER: Ladies and gentlemen, it a great privilegefor me to introdue
to you, my grandmother, Mamie Dowd Eisenhower. If her hudand had notsuffered a
shoulder injury at the age of twelve, she may have married the greatest shortstopin
basebd| @ history, butasit has turned out, ther life together has been oneof many batles
and great victories and, in tha sense, thar livestogether, they are both, in a sense,
alumnae of West Point in thetradition of her great motto, uty, hona, and county.O
(CROWD APPLAUSE AND CHEERS) Ladiesand gentlemen, togethe now at Walter
Reed, they@e fighting a different kind of battle and onethey®e determined to win.
(CROWD CHEERS AND APPLAUSE) Andfor tha reason, |Qe been ingructed to
extend greetingsto all of you, and prayersfor a Nixon-Agnew victory from lke and

Mamie. Thankyou. (ENTHUSIASTIC CROWD RESPONSE AND APPLAUSE)

MAMIE EISENHOWER: Thisis Mamie Eisenhower. 1@n here at Walter Reed hoital

at my hudand@side | don®need to tell you that we would both like to bethere to join
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youin thisrally for Dick Nixon. Both of usare devoted to him, hiswife, Pat, and thar
two lovdy daughiers. General Eisenhower has often publicly spoken, in the highest
terms, of Mr. Nixon@® qudificationsand rich experience. This he has done notonly
because of his persond appreciation of Dick® great services during the Eisenhower-
Nixon Administration, butfar more because of Mr. Nixon® persond convictionsand
characteristics. The Geneaa knows Mr. Nixon as a man of integrity, moral courageand
decisiveness with athoroughand sympathetic understanding of the nation® problems. |
quote excerpts from Ike@ pubiic talks. On Dick Nixon, Americahas a true humanitarian,
ingsting as hedoes, that all Americansshould have equd rights and equd oppotunities.

| want thecountry to knowthat | have admired and respected him ever since wemet in
19520 So you can see, Genera Eisenhower bdieves in Dick Nixonand | beieve in him.
We both deeply bdieve that Dick Nixon@electionin 1968will serve the best interests of

the United States. (CROWD APPLAUSE)

SPEAKER: Thenext President of the United States, Richad M. Nixon (CROWD

APPLAUSE, MUSIC, SHOUTY)

NIXON: Governor Agnew, Governor Rockefeller, (CROWD SHOUTS), Governor
Rhodes, Governor (UNCLEAR), Dr. Shafer, Governor Romney, all of thedistinguished
guests on the platform, this great audience here in Madison Square Garden,
(APPLAUSE), | think | get a message from your welcome. We®e gonnawin!
(APPLAUSE AND CHEERS) My friendsB(CROWD SHOUTS) Thank you very much

and oneof thereasons my friends we®e gaing to win is wha you are seeing on this
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program upto thistime, | am proudof my running mate. | am proud of every oneof the
govenors (APPLAUSE) Bl am proudof every one of thegovenors who has spoken to
you heretoday. | am proudof thefact tha, as we go into thiscampagninitsfind days,
tha | can say something tha youwill beglad to hear, tha every govenar, every senaor,
every congressman, every state legidator onthe Republican sidein Americais with usall
theway! (CROWD APPLAUSE AND CHEERS) And my friends we have united our
party, but more than tha, we have added to our forces, those in the Democaratic Party,
Indgoendent voters, and together they will give ustha new oppotunity to unite America
and Americamug beunited. (APPLAUSE AND CHEERS) Andtonight, as we enter
thelast few days of this campagn, as 1@n sure youde aware, we will have theusud |ast-
minute tactics. | suppo® tha if | were to comment upontheoppostion, it would not be
news to you tha, up to thistime, they have probaly set a record for number of wordsb
or oneof them has Bbut more than tha, arecord in terms of not discussing theissues, but
arecord in terms of persond abuse, and so tonight! want you to know how I®n gaing to
reply. 1®n notgoingto reply inkind. | have not Ted Agnew has not We don®need to.
Wejug tell thetruth. Tha® enough when wetalk abouttha. (APPLAUSE AND
CHEERS) But my friends (CHEERS IN UNISON) Y ou give usachance andwe will!
(CHEERS) Agan, | am also aware of thefact tha, aswe enter these last days, that it is
essential tha the American people know what thechoiceisand | am also aware of the
fact that | stand herein, what to any sportsfan, is hallowed groundbMadison Squae
Garden. Here, thegreat battlers, thegreat fighters of al time, in this and its predecessors

in Madison Square Garden, I, in asense, am in thering tonightand | think thisisthetime
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andthisis the place to take off thegloves and Gock it to @m.O (CHEERS AND

APPLAUSE)

NIXON: My friends we dotha only with therecord, and therecord isclear. They had
hdp to makeit. They nomnaed aman who hdped to make therecord of thelast four
years, aman who, in al thewordstha he uttered in those four years, never disagreed
with any of the policies of those four years, a man who, in every speech hehas madein
this campaign, has never disagreed with any of thepolicies of those four years, who
defendseverything that has been doneand has pledged to continuefor four more years
what weQre had Bthat is what he offers and my friends (SHOUTS) the American
people, asthey choos, then, knowwha hewould providein the next four years by
looking back over thelast four yearsand hereitis. Hereit isstraight Hear this. Over
these past four years, wedre had thelongest war in our history. WeQre had theworst
crime wave in our history. WeQre had the highest taxesin our history. WeQre had the
highest pricesin our history, and were had the lowest respect for Americatha weQe
ever had, every place in theworld and my friends | say to youtonight, tha never in the
history of America has this naion been in more trouble and more places in theworld, and
at home, than itistonight Andwhen anaion®in trouble, you dor®turn to a man that
hdped to get youinto trouble, to get you out of trouble. Youturn to new leadership.

(INAUDIBLE.) (CROWD APPLAUSE)

NIXON: My friends | knowthat there are many that would say that it would smply be

enoughto beagand that record, and we have made the case againd it in this campagn,
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butin these conduding days and on thistelevision broadcast, where millionsare listening
and hearing this, all where thousndsare listening. Tha is notenoughfor America It
isn@enoughfor agreat Party. Thisisnotayear when | think people should smply vote
Republican because you®e Republican, or vote Democratic because you®e a Democrat.
Thisis ayear when weQe gotto think of our county, when weQe gotto realize that
American faces the greatest chdlenges at home and abroad that weQve ever faced. And
so tonight, | talk notjug agang what has hgppened, butl ask youto join mein acrusade
for Dlet@ befor something on November the 5", Join meiin that kind of crusadetonight
(APPLAUSE AND CHEERS; HORNS) Agan, | pledgeto you, as | have throughoutthis
campagn, anew foreign policy for America, and we need anew foreign policy. Asyou
are probably aware tonight, the President announ@d another bormb hdt in Viet Nam.
(CHEERS AND BOOS) | will nat comment. | will notcomment ontho talks tha are
goingonin Paris. | will only say what | have said previoudy, tha | trug tha this action
may bring some progressin those talks, and | will say further, my friends (APPLAUSE)
tha, asaPresdential candidate and my Vice Presdential running mate joinsmein this,
nether henorl will say anything tha might destroy the chance to have peace. We want

peace abovepoliticsin America. (APPLAUSE, CHEERS, HORNS)

NIXON: But, my friends while that subject is off-limits because the interests of peace
requireit, let usmake sure that we do nat overlook the necessity for anew foreign policy
to seeto it tha Americais notinvdved in another Viet Nam and tha is why we need
preventive diplomacy in theworld today. So, we have offered aforeignpolicy for

Americain which we will lookall over this great world and diffuse those trouble-spots

10
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which presently are ready to explode and have thisin mind, my friends tha in every
place in theworld today, you can®name onein which Americaisn®worse off then it
was eight years ago. Wedl diffuse those trouble spots. We would negotiate with all of
those who may threaten the peace, because this should be a period of negotiation. We
shdl have peace and we can have it, and we think we bring the experience, because | am
proudto have served in an administration in which we ended onewar and kept the naion
out of other warsfor eight years, and tha@ what | think the American people want today.
(APPLAUSE) Andmy friends in negotiating, we would negotiate from strength and we
will also negotiate from the postion of respect. It is essential tha respect for America be
restored. And, inthiscase, | think that pehgps as| look back on the Olympic games, |
remember oneinddent that |®n sure everybody here was greatly touched by. A nineteen-
year-old Negro boxe from Houdon had jug wonthegold medd (CHEERS AND
APPLAUSE). My friends as hewasreceiving, as hewas receiving the plaudits of the
crowd, hetook a small American flag from his bdt and waved it in theair and afterwards
somebody asked him why, and his smple answer was this; Because it@ my flag.O
(APPLAUSE AND CHEERS) My friends | say tha that youngAmerican set an
example for al of us and| pledgeto youtha in our Administration, the American flag
will notbeadoomat for anybodyat home or abroad. (CHEERS AND APPLAUSE) We
will bring peace abroad and we will keep the peace abroad, and we will also bring peace
at home. That peace with theorder and law and order and judice that is essential ina
free sodety, and here you have adirect contrast beween thetwo candidates. Onewho,
agan, defendsthe Attorney General and therecord of the past and my answer isthis- |

say, my friends tha when 43% of the American people in a presidential poll, indicated

11
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tha they were afraid to walk onthe streets of thar cities at night, thisisnotatimeto
continuewith theold leadership. Thisisatime for new leadership and a new Attorney
Gened and| pledgethat kind of leadership for the American people. (APPLAUSE
AND CHEERS) | am theonly candidae who has set forth a program which, by chgpter
and verse, sendsyou action rather than jug talk, will restore agan freedom fromfear in
America. | pledgeit. Giveusthechance andwe will dowha they have notdone and

you@e going to give ustha chance. (APPLAUSE AND CHEERS)

NIXON: My friends we®e going to befor some other thingsthat have aready been
mentioned by some of the Governarsin ther remarks. Wel®e going to befor those kinds
of programsthat all Americanswant: progress withoutinflation, progerity withoutwar.
Aswe look at the seventy million American wage earners, look what has hgppened to
them. TheyQre been on atreadmill for thelast three years. They have seen everything
tha they gained, in terms of wageincrease, more than eaten up by taxes and price
increase. | say tha@wrong and | pledgeto you, we®e gonnastop therise in prices.
Wele gonnastop therise in taxes. We®e going to baance thefederal budge so that
millionscan bdance thefamily budge in America (THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE AND
CHEERS) Andwe will have thos fifteen millionnew jobs | noted with great interest
tha the Chief Economic advisor for Mr. Humphrey said afew days ago tha, because of
thehighinflation, it might be necessary for the country to have some unemployment next
year. Let me make onething, onevery, very clear, | completely disagree. If it@goingto

be, if it@ going to be unemployment next year, those, those got usinto this mess are the

12
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ones tha are gonnabe unanployed and notthe American working man. (APPLAUSE

AND CHEERYS)

NIXON: My friends we aso are goingto stop therise in prices because of our concern
for thetwenty million people ove sixty-five. Those on Sodal Security, aprogram | have
always suppoted. We notonly are goingto seeto it tha the bendfits are extended, but
we are going to seeto it tha, if prices dogo up, that any person on Sodal Security has an
automatic increase and that®@ only fair. 1t@wha Americanswant fromther govenment.
(APPLAUSE) We®e going to have anew program for our cities, a program already
described, onewhich will move away from the programs of failure. Billionsof dollars
for federa jobsand federal housng and federal welfare. TheyQve reaped an ugy harvest
of failureandriot, and | say to you it@time for changeinsofar as thos programs are
concerned. Tha@why | have said over and over again tha wha we stand for, rather
than more millionson welfare rolls, we®e gonnaput more millionson payrollsin the
United States of America. (APPLAUSE) An opportunity for every individud to own his
own home and his own hous. We®e going to enlist private enterprise in the busness of
re-building the cities of America and we®e going to enlist millionsof Americanswho
want to volunteer thar servicesin doing exactly that, rebuilding our cities, making a
better life for those who have nothad thechance that some of ushave had. Thisissome
of the exciting oppotunity that we have for thefuture. And we@de going to do something
else aboutthe naure of govenmentin America. For toolong,forty years, we@e seen
power flow fromthe people, and from the States to Washington, D.C. and it@ time to

turn it around. 1t@ time to bring govenment back to the people. 1t& time to have power

13



PROTESTS, RALLIES DEMONSTRATIONS
NIXON RALLY: OCTOBER 31,1968

flow from Washington, D.C., back to the States and to the people of the United States of

America. (APPLAUSE, HORNS, CHEERYS)

NIXON: My fellow Americans | want you to understand, as we enter these last few
hours and days of themod historic and important campaign in this century, what really is
at stake. Moreisat stake, even, than thoe thingsthat | have spoken aboutbpeace at
home, peace abroad. For thefirst timein the history of America and the history of the
world, wha hagppenshere will determine whether peace and freedom survive for the
bdance of this century. Tha® never been true before and so we look at our great country
and we try to determinewhether wel®e goingto beequd to tha chadlengeand| want to
tell youwhy | have faith that we®e going to beequd to it. Qe told you some of the
thingstha are wrongabout America, but my friends let metell youthethingstha are
right, aswell. | have traveled thisnaionand| have seenit. | have seen the power and
produdivity of itsfactoriesanditsfarms. | have seen the greatness of its cities andits
countyside, but more than that, | have seen the greatness of the American people. Ours
areagoodpeople. The people of the United States knowtha if this county isn®agood
placefor al of usto livein, it isn®going to bea good place for anyof usto live in. And,
my friends | have been heartened mog by the young people tha | Qe seen, bath by those
tha are for me and those tha are agang me, because let metell youthis. When youlook
at this younge generation, it@ the best educated weQre ever had, butmore than that, it is
more interested in, it has a greater interest in, agreater involvement in Btheyoungpeople

care aboutthe problems of America. Thisisthe Great Generation. (APPLAUSE)
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NIXON: So tonight my friends | say to you, it istheresponsbility of anyoneseeking
the highest office of thisland, to in al humility, recognize tha we need God@hdp. We
need your hdp. We need the hdp of every pesonin thiscounty. And|I thinkit was
broughthome to me mog by thelast whistle-stop tour in the State of Ohio. Jm Rhodes
will remember it. 1t was the ninth appearance. Thelittle town of Deshler. We didn®
think there would be much of acrowd and five times as many people aslived in thetown
werethee. Theewere many signs likethos | see here. Butonesignhdd by a
teenager said, Bring ustogeher agan.O My friends America needsto be brought
togeher. The American people are ready to be broughttogeher. Thisisnota naion of
haers. Thisisanaiontha isgenerousinits spirit. Itisgreat with regard to itsidealism.
There is nothing wrongwith America, my friends tha a goodelectionwon®cure. Let@

haveond (APPLAUSE AND CHEERS)

End of Richard Nixon Rally Transcript.

NOTES:
1. Thisrecording of acampagnrally for the Republican Party@ Richard Nixor/Spiro
Agnew ticket in 1968reveal s the essence of the nature and toneof that successful

campagn at theheghtof theViet Nam conflict..
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