
First of all, I found this video online which contains some clips from the recording beginning at around 

22:15.   It's called “Communism on Campus” and is a propaganda film.   

Go to this page & page down until you find “Communism on Campus”  

http://dpg.lib.berkeley.edu/webdb/mrc/search_vod.pl?avr=3 

Here’s some information I found about the panel participants: 

Marie W. Johnson 

Black Panther party official who introduces women’s panel.  She explains that these women were 

chosen for the panel, not because of their rhetoric, but because of their “correct practice”. 

Roberta Alexander 

Member of the Black Panther party and of the United Front Against Fascism (UFAF).  In 1969, she made 

prominent pronouncements on gender relations within the Black Panther party.  There is a “struggle 

going on right now”…people are “confused about the Black Panther Party on the Woman question.” 

Black women are oppressed as a class. 

On the tape she expresses a need for woman to raise their voices within the party rather than distance 

themselves from the Black Panthers.  She says, “The (brothers) aren’t gonna learn if the sisters walk out 

of the building and talk amongst themselves.” 

Penny Nakatsu 

In 1968, started the San Francisco State University Asian American Political Alliance (AAPA) with two 

other Japanese-American female students who had met at a Berkeley AAPA meeting and agreed that 

SFSU needed a similar group.   

The AAPA played an important part in the SFSU Student Strike (December 1968), the longest student 

strike, organized by the Third World Liberation Front (TWLF), which resulted in the first School of Ethnic 

Studies. 

The Asian American student activists were strongly influenced by the militant Black Power movement 

more than the pacifist civil rights movement. 

Penny says in her speech: 

“I could speak of Male Supremacy and Male Chauvinism…but I’m going to speak a story beginning in 

1942…that demonstrates American Fascism today, the incarceration of 110,000 humans for the crime of 

having yellow faces and Asian names…I will not call them relocation camps…not call them detention 

camps, but I will call them concentration camps.” 

http://dpg.lib.berkeley.edu/webdb/mrc/search_vod.pl?avr=3


She says “I come from a generation of children born in concentration camps…” and says, paraphrased, 

that the lesson to learn is NOT to wait until we are asked to move (as they had in 1942). 

Marlene Dixon 

Received a PhD in sociology from UCLA and was a professor at the University of Chicago. “She was a 

prominent radical both in scholarship and in popular causes. When her position came up for renewal 

she was not rehired. This was widely interpreted as both sex and political discrimination.[1]” 

http://www.bmartin.cc/pubs/87zedek.html 

Her not being rehired ignited to a 16 day student protest on campus. 

In an e-mail interview, Wendy Kates (A.B. ’71), a former Maroon staffer, said she felt that Dixon served 
as a rallying point for students. 

“I do think that Marlene Dixon symbolized several important issues for many of the students, including 

the underrepresentation of women in the University, the University’s unwillingness to hear input from 

radical thinkers on campus, and the extent to which the University…in the name of ‘value-free social 

science’…not only separated itself from many of the social problems of the day, but also may have 

contributed to some of those problems (e.g., through its relationship with Woodlawn),” Kates said. 

http://www.chicagomaroon.com/2008/12/1/the-sit-in-40-years-later 

 “The alleged link between Dixon’s political beliefs and her dismissal seemed shaky to many faculty. On 

February 12, sociology professor Edward Shils released a scathing 10-page critique of the research Dixon 

had produced over the past three years. Others, like Redfield, suspected Dixon’s popularity with 

students came more from her Marxist leanings than her teaching abilities” 

http://www.chicagomaroon.com/2008/12/1/the-sit-in-40-years-later 

She is a Marxist Feminist with Maoist sympathies, a proponent of gay liberation and anti-racism. 

As a professor she organized her students, which disturbed relations between her and the universities 
which employed her, the University of Chicago and McGill in Montreal. 

In 1974 she formed a radical group that evolved into a Leninist “collective” culture who eventually called 
themselves the Democratic Workers Party.  It began as a study group, but eventually the members were 
given new names, pooled together their money and resources, worked 10+ hour days, and self-criticism 
was widely practiced to abusive extremes.  In 1976 the position of General Secretary of the group was 
formed with Marlene Dixon as the first and only position holder.  The group has been accused of being a 
cult in which Dixon controlled and abused its members.  The group dissembled in 1985. 

Evelyn Harris 

Chair of the Welfare Rights Organization.  She is an activist for the poor and welfare recipients.   

http://www.bmartin.cc/pubs/87zedek.html#n1
http://www.bmartin.cc/pubs/87zedek.html
http://www.chicagomaroon.com/2008/12/1/the-sit-in-40-years-later
http://www.chicagomaroon.com/2008/12/1/the-sit-in-40-years-later


She speaks of a need to help welfare recipients gain back their pride.  She says that the government 

shames welfare recipients, but that welfare recipients should not be ashamed, for they are taxpayers 

and entitled to their welfare payments. 

Carol Henry 

Black Panther party member.  Her writing appears in one Black Panther newspaper entry online from 

1970.   

She says in the recording that women must perform correct acts to liberate their minds, get the correct 

ideology and put it into practice, and quotes Mao ze dong. 

She says of white women that they “know so little of their oppression.” 

Carol Thomas 

From Gainesville, FL was a civil rights activist there.  She was a member of the ACLU, and was an 

organizer of protests fighting against sexual abuse of Black female prisoners, which led to the women’s 

wards being integrated and receiving female wardens. 

She was arrested and spent 8 months in prison for “contempt of court” because she was handing out 

pamphlets in front of the prison where the Grand Jury was meeting to discuss a case of alleged sexual 

misconduct of black women in prison. She organized prisoners while she was on the inside, and 

continued to fight for civil rights when she was released, including registering Black voters.  


